
UK Shared Prosperity 
Fund (UKSPF)



Background and Aims of fund 

Building Pride in Place 
Increasing Life Chances
Levelling Up 

• Boost productivity
• Spread opportunities 
• Restore a sense of community
• Empower local leaders and communities 
• Based on local needs and opportunities 
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Funding allocation

§ £1,000,000 allocation for Sevenoaks District 

§ Funding from 2022 – 2025

§ Investment Plan approval late Dec 22

§ Guidance for monitoring and reporting still awaited 

§ Interventions from prescribed list

§ Capital and Revenue 

§ Investment Priorities; Community & Place, Supporting 
Local Business and People & Skills 



Linkages 

Sevenoaks District 
Economic Development 
Strategy 2022 - 2027

Better Together A Community Plan for 
Sevenoaks District 2022–2032

• Sevenoaks District Business Board
• Town and Parish Councils
• Town Teams / Business Partnerships / Business Support
• Businesses, Community/Voluntary Orgs, Rural businesses 
• Skills providers 
• District MP’s 
• Existing partnership groups  



Community and Place Projects 

Community and 
Place 

Social value 
engine

Improving 
Green Spaces 

Creative 
Sector 

Development

Supporting 
Town Centres 

Rural 
Isolation 

Community 
Mobilisation 

2022 -2025

£374,000



Community & Place Interventions

Ø Capacity building and infrastructure to support local groups

Ø Community engagement and local regeneration 

Ø Creation of an improvement to local green spaces

Ø Improvements to Town Centres and High Streets 

Ø Enhancing existing cultural historic and heritage institutions 



Community & Place Interventions



Supporting Local Business Projects 

Supporting 
Local Business 

West Kent 
business support 

Sector Skills 
Research 

Visitor 
Accommodation 

Town Centre 
Activities 

Digital Heritage 

West Kent Green 
Grants 

2022 -2025

£293,000



Supporting Local Business Interventions

Ø Supporting decarbonisation and improving natural 
environment 

Ø Funding for new and improvements to existing training 
hubs, business support offers, ‘incubators’ and ‘accelerators’ 
for local enterprise

Ø Support relevant feasibility studies 
Ø Open markets and town centre retail and service sector
Ø Development and promotion of visitor economy



Supporting Local Business Interventions



People and Skills Projects 

People and 
Skills 

Employability 
support for 

adults 

Digital Skills 
for business 

Employability 
Support for 

Young people 

Green 
Retrofit skills 

2024 -2025

£332,000



People & Skills Interventions

Ø Employment support for economically inactive people 

Ø Green skills courses 

Ø Funding to support digital skills 

No spending on this priority permitted until 2024/5 



People & Skills Interventions



Rural England Prosperity Fund 

Additional funding to support rural areas for
Supporting Local business & Community and Place 
 

Ø £500,000 Capital only allocation for Sevenoaks District 

Ø Supporting projects in rural areas

Ø Addendum submitted in November awaiting approval 

Ø Spend to begin April 2023- end March 2025

Ø Expecting definition of rural to cover majority of District 



REPF Addendum – subject to approval

Ø West Kent business Capital grant programme based on 
feedback from businesses 

Ø Small Business / Community Organisations  

Ø Grants up to max of £25k 

Ø Standard grant intervention rate of 50%

Ø West Kent authorities funding appointment of Rural 
support officer to support. 



Delivery

• Monitoring and evaluation is key to releasing the full 
funding allocation

• Investment plan states agreed project allocations 
outcomes and outputs to deliver  

• Expanded Business Board to provide local partnership 
group to oversee funding

• Working in partnership key to successful delivery 



Key Next Steps

Ø Set up budgets and monitoring processes

Ø Recruitment of:
o UKSPF Projects Officer

o Town Centre Projects Officer

o Rural Projects Officer

Ø Convene steering groups

Ø Set up business support programme

Ø Advertise grant opportunities 



Customer experience 183

THANK YOU 
Further queries, please contact:

Emily Haswell, UKSPF lead officer

Emily.haswell@Sevenoaks.gov.uk 

Economic Development Team


